ANSWER   TO   SEVERAL   LETTERS
FROM   UNKNOWN   PERSONS.1

GENTLEMEN,

I AM inclined to think that I received a letter from you
two, last summer, directed to Dublin, while I was m the
country, whither it was sent me; and I ordered an answer
to it to be printed, but it seems it had little effect, and I
suppose this will have not much more. But the heart of
this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed. And, gentlemen, I am to
tell you another thing . That the world is so regardless of
what we write for the public good, that after we have de-
livered our thoughts, without any prospect of advantage, or
of reputation, which latter is not to be had but by sub-
scribing our names, we cannot prevail upon a printer to be
at the charge of sending it into the world, unless we will be
at all or half the expense; and although we are willing
enough to bestow our labours, we think it unreasonable to
be out of pocket; because it probably may not consist with
the situation of our affairs.

I do very much approve your good intentions, and in a
great measure your manner of declaring them; and I do
imagine you intended that the world should not only know
your sentiments, but my answer, which I shall impartially
give.

That great prelate, to whose care you directed your letter,
sent it to me this morning ;2 and I begin my answer to-night,
not knowing what interruption I may meet with.

1  The letter was written in reply to a letter received from Messrs.
Truman and Layfield.    [T. S.]

2  Dr. William King, Archbishop of Dublin.    [T. S.]
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